Letter of Intent

  on cooperation between metropolitan universities of  technology from 

Central and Eastern Europe 

signed in Warsaw on 6 November 2008  

With the present and future challenges facing the United Europe in the rapidly developing and highly competitive world, the European universities of technology are fully aware of their mission and unique role in the creation of a modern international community taking advantage of and contributing to the economic, cultural and social development of Europe. Universities of technology have a responsibility for the future of their communities reaching from supporting technological innovation to the assessment of the needs and objectives of a human society.
More and more attention is now being paid by our universities to engineering education which constitutes the base for human resources for the competitive and innovative European economies.

The need for innovative technologies, responding to the present and future challenges going beyond the limits of contemporary knowledge, leads to a new vision of a university of technology, fully incorporating three pillars of what is now called the knowledge triangle: education, research and innovation.

Closer regional co-operation of our universities, having long academic traditions, great intellectual potential and high impact on the European education market, will release new energy, bring synergy effect and increase the prestige and importance of the whole region.

Therefore, in consideration of the above:
- Berlin Institute of Technology,
- Budapest University of Technology and Economics,

- Czech Technical University in Prague,

- National Technical University of Ukraine “KPI”,

- Norwegian University of Science and Technology,

- Saint-Petersburg State Polytechnical University,

- Slovak University of Technology

- Vienna University of Technology,

- Vilnius Gediminas Technical University,

- Warsaw University of Technology
(hereinafter referred to as the Parties)

hereby agree to sign this Letter of Intent.

Article 1

The Parties hereto confirm their intent to establish a cooperation platform for the metropolitan universities of technology from Central and Eastern Europe (hereinafter referred to as the Platform).

Article 2

The objectives of the Platform shall be:

1. to create a forum of discussions for universities of technology from our region for on the most important issues of research and modern education;

2. to coordinate the academic environment of our universities;

3. to respond jointly to challenges facing our region with regard to education, research, transfer of modern technologies and funding of higher education;

4. to enhance the importance and prestige of our universities both in Europe and worldwide; 

5. to strengthen the position of our universities in international rankings. 
Article 3

The Platform shall achieve the above objectives through:

      1 . the development and use of the best practices in modern engineering education   

            in our region and based on the knowledge triangle of education, research and 

            innovation;                     

2. the establishment of close relationships with the industry sector and enterprises that cooperate with the universities in order to create effective channels for the transfer of modern technologies; 

3. the promotion of student and academic staff mobility;

4. the creation of a joint programme aimed at protecting the intellectual property of our Universities;

5. the exchange of experience involving both modern governance models for universities of technology and funding mechanisms for science and higher education;

6. the joint promotion and support to internationalise our universities; 

7. the coordination of our activities in international organizations involved in the education of engineers and technological research,  with special emphasis on activities related to common policies established within the European University Association.

Article 4

Membership in the Platform shall be open to the metropolitan universities of technology from Central and Eastern Europe.

Article 5

The Parties hereto shall appoint a Task Committee to prepare the establishment of the Platform and to draw up a joint Action Plan for 2009 within six (6) months after signing this Letter of Intent. Members of the Task Committee are representative of each university, the Parties to this Letter of Intent, if interested, listed in the Annex to this Letter of Intent. 
Article 6
The Task Committee shall set the time and the venue for the next meeting of the Parties during which the Platform shall be established. 

Article 7

This Letter of Intent is not intended to create binding or legal obligations on any Parties hereto and none of the Parties will incur or be bound to any legal obligations or expense hereunder to any of the Parties until definitive agreements have been negotiated and approved by authorised representatives of the Parties. 

signed by:

Berlin Institute of Technology

   
           Budapest University of Technology and Economics
Prof. Kurt Kutzler, President


    
Prof. Gabor Peceli, Rector

Czech Technical University in Prague            

National Technical University of Ukraine “KPI”
Prof. Vaclav Havlicek, Rector

    

Prof. Mykhailo Zgurovsky, Rector 

Norwegian University of Science and Technology 
Saint-Petersburg State Polytechnical University
.
Prof. Tornbjorn Digernes, Rector 


Prof. Michael P. Fiodorov, Rector
Slovak University of Technology


Vienna University of Technology
Prof. Vladimir Baleš, Rector 


         
Prof. Peter Skalicky, Rector
Vilnius Gediminas Technical University

Warsaw University of Technology

Prof. Romualdas Ginevičius, Rector 


Prof. Wlodzimierz Kurnik, Rector
